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30 CFR Ch. II (7–1–10 Edition) § 285.613 

§ 285.613 How will MMS process my 
SAP? 

(a) The MMS will review your sub-
mitted SAP, and additional informa-
tion provided pursuant to § 285.611, to 
determine if it contains the informa-
tion necessary to conduct our technical 
and environmental reviews. 

(1) We will notify you if we deem 
your proposed facility or combination 
of facilities to be complex or signifi-
cant; 

(2) We will notify you if your sub-
mitted SAP lacks any necessary infor-
mation; 

(b) The MMS will prepare NEPA 
analysis, as appropriate. 

(c) As appropriate, we will coordinate 
and consult with relevant Federal and 
State agencies, executives of relevant 
local governments, and affected Indian 
tribes and will provide to other Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies and af-
fected Indian tribes relevant non-
proprietary data and information per-
taining to your proposed activities. 

(d) During the review process, we 
may request additional information if 
we determine that the information pro-
vided is not sufficient to complete the 
review and approval process. If you fail 
to provide the requested information, 
MMS may disapprove your SAP. 

(e) Upon completion of our technical 
and environmental reviews and other 
reviews required by Federal laws (e.g., 
CZMA), MMS may approve, disapprove, 

or approve with modifications your 
SAP. 

(1) If we approve your SAP, we will 
specify terms and conditions to be in-
corporated into your SAP. You must 
certify compliance with those terms 
and conditions required under 
§ 285.615(c); and 

(2) If we disapprove your SAP, we 
will inform you of the reasons and 
allow you an opportunity to submit a 
revised plan making the necessary cor-
rections, and may suspend the term of 
your lease, as appropriate, to allow 
this to occur. 

ACTIVITIES UNDER AN APPROVED SAP 

§ 285.614 When may I begin conducting 
activities under my approved SAP? 

(a) You may begin conducting the ac-
tivities approved in your SAP fol-
lowing MMS approval of your SAP. 

(b) If you are installing a facility or 
a combination of facilities deemed by 
MMS to be complex or significant, as 
provided in § 285.613(a)(1), you must 
comply with the requirements of sub-
part G of this part and submit your 
Safety Management System required 
by § 285.810 before construction may 
begin. 

§ 285.615 What other reports or notices 
must I submit to MMS under my ap-
proved SAP? 

(a) You must notify MMS in writing 
within 30 days of completing installa-
tion activities approved in your SAP. 
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Minerals Management Service, Interior § 285.618 

(b) You must prepare and submit to 
MMS a report annually on November 1 
of each year that summarizes your site 
assessment activities and the results of 
those activities. The MMS will with-
hold trade secrets and commercial or 
financial information that is privileged 
or confidential from public disclosure 
under exemption 4 of the FOIA and as 
provided in § 285.113. 

(c) You must submit a certification 
of compliance annually (or other fre-
quency as determined by MMS) with 
certain terms and conditions of your 
SAP that MMS identifies under 
§ 285.613(e)(1). Together with your cer-
tification, you must submit: 

(1) Summary reports that show com-
pliance with the terms and conditions 
which require certification; and 

(2) A statement identifying and de-
scribing any mitigation measures and 
monitoring methods and their effec-
tiveness. If you identified measures 
that were not effective, you must in-
clude your recommendations for new 
mitigation measures or monitoring 
methods. 

§ 285.616 [Reserved] 

§ 285.617 What activities require a re-
vision to my SAP, and when will 
MMS approve the revision? 

(a) You must notify MMS in writing 
before conducting any activities not 
described in your approved SAP, de-
scribing in detail the type of activities 
you propose to conduct. We will deter-
mine whether the activities you pro-
pose are authorized by your existing 
SAP or require a revision to your SAP. 
We may request additional information 
from you, if necessary, to make this 
determination. 

(b) The MMS will periodically review 
the activities conducted under an ap-
proved SAP. The frequency and extent 
of the review will be based on the sig-
nificance of any changes in available 
information and on onshore or offshore 
conditions affecting, or affected by, the 
activities conducted under your SAP. 
If the review indicates that the SAP 
should be revised to meet the require-
ments of this part, we will require you 
to submit the needed revisions. 

(c) Activities for which a proposed re-
vision to your SAP will likely be nec-
essary include: 

(1) Activities not described in your 
approved SAP; 

(2) Modifications to the size or type 
of facility or equipment you will use; 

(3) Changes in the surface location of 
a facility or structure; 

(4) Addition of a facility or structure 
not contemplated in your approved 
SAP; 

(5) Changes in the location of your 
onshore support base from one State to 
another, or to a new base requiring ex-
pansion; 

(6) Changes in the location of bottom 
disturbances (anchors, chains, etc.) by 
500 feet (152 meters) or greater from the 
approved locations. If a specific anchor 
pattern was approved as a mitigation 
measure to avoid contact with bottom 
features, any change in the proposed 
bottom disturbances would likely trig-
ger the need for a revision; 

(7) Structural failure of one or more 
facilities; or 

(8) Changes to any other activity 
specified by MMS. 

(d) We may begin the appropriate 
NEPA analysis and other relevant con-
sultations when we determine that a 
proposed revision could: 

(1) Result in a significant change in 
the impacts previously identified and 
evaluated; 

(2) Require any additional Federal 
authorizations; or 

(3) Involve activities not previously 
identified and evaluated. 

(e) When you propose a revision, we 
may approve the revision if we deter-
mine that the revision is: 

(1) Designed not to cause undue harm 
or damage to natural resources; life 
(including human and wildlife); prop-
erty; the marine, coastal, or human en-
vironment; or sites, structures, or ob-
jects of historical or archaeological 
significance; and 

(2) Otherwise consistent with the pro-
visions of subsection 8(p) of the OCS 
Lands Act. 

§ 285.618 What must I do upon comple-
tion of approved site assessment ac-
tivities? 

(a) If, prior to the expiration of your 
site assessment term, you timely sub-
mit a COP meeting the requirements of 
this subpart, or a complete FERC li-
cense application, that describes the 
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